CITY OF LONDON LAW SOCIETY (“CLLS”) IP LAW COMMITTEE
(THE “COMMITTEE”)
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held at 6:00pm on 22 January 2026 at the offices of CMS Cameron McKenna Nabarro Olswang LLP, 78 Cannon Street, London, EC4N 6AF  (the “Meeting”) hosted by David Parrish and Rachel Anderson.
	Present:
	David Parrish, CMS (Chair)
Rachel Anderson, CMS (RA) (Secretary)
Morag Macdonald, Bird & Bird (MM)
Jonathan Turnbull, Herbert Smith Freehills (JT) 
Kevin Hart, CLLS (KH) 
Beverley Potts, A&O Shearman (BP)
Jessica Le Gros, Baker McKenzie (JLG)
Priya Nagpal, Simmons & Simmons (PN) (virtual)
Emily Nuttall-Wood, Addleshaw Goddard (ENW) (virtual)


	Apologies: 
	Huw Evans, Gowling (HE) 
Mike Knapper, Norton Rose Fulbright (MK)
Adam Rendle, Taylor Wessing (AR)
Oliver Fairhurst, Lewis Silkin (OF)
Caroline Young, Charles Russell Speechlys (CY)

together, the “Members”.



1. Introductions
The Chair opened the meeting, and apologies were given from those who were not able to attend. 
2. Approval of November Minutes
It was agreed that if no Member objects to the November minutes within 48 hours, they can be uploaded to the Committee webpage.
3. In-Person/Hybrid/Virtual Meetings (Chair/KH)
KH explained that there was a gentle push from the CLLS for meetings to be held in-person. It was agreed that meetings should be in-person by default, with dialling-in as an option where attendance in-person was not possible. The Committee noted that generally there had been good in-person attendance over the last year.
4. CLLS Precedents and Notices (Chair/KH)
KH explained that wording will be applied to CLLS precedents in relation to their use with AI tools. 
5. Ministry of Justice (“MoJ”) Project on the Value of English Law (Chair/KH)
KH reported that CLLS Committee Chairs met with Hook Tangaza (a consultancy firm providing services to the legal sector) in December 2025. Hook Tangaza have been appointed by the MoJ to gather information on the value of English law.
KH is awaiting final comments from other chairs at the meeting, with a deadline of tomorrow. There may also be a follow-up discussion with Hook Tangaza.
6. Response to UKIPO Designs Consultation (Chair)
The Chair had circulated a draft response to the Committee on the consultation. Comments from the Committee were reflected in the submitted response. Ultimately, approximately half to two-thirds of the questions were answered in the Committee’s response. It was considered that it was not appropriate to answer some questions because of the different interests of clients of CLLS member firms.
ACTION: Chair to send the Committee’s consultation responses to KH for uploading to the CLLS IP Committee webpage. 
7. Panterra (Chair/KH)
Panterra are the CLLS’ PR company. A meeting was held with them earlier in January and attended by one-third of the chairs of the specialist committees. The Committee agreed that they would enlist the support of Panterra in promoting their webpage and also any events that would be held in the future.
ACTION: KH to send notes of this meeting to the Chair/RA for circulation to the wider Committee.
8. INTA and LinkedIn (All)
It was previously discussed that the Committee should be doing something around INTA. An event had previously been ruled out. LinkedIn posts were proposed as an alternative.
ACTION: George at Panterra can set up a LinkedIn page for the Committee. One Committee Member will manage the page. It was agreed that the Chair and RA would run the page to begin with. 
All Committee Members will need to share and follow the page. Each INTA-related post could then include some text at the bottom as to what the Committee does. MM suggested posts could include information about the City. Other potential LinkedIn posts include Dr Johnson's house (around the corner from Bird & Bird) and the fact that 2026 marks 150 years since the first UK trade mark filing. The London Red Bus case could also be covered.
ACTION: Each Committee Member could do one post (with the assistance of trainees), with a theme of "The City of London Welcomes the IP World". 
9. Outward-facing event (All)
The present Members concluded that the event should focus on designs, flowing from the UKIPO designs consultation. The event could be held in September 2026 and focus on the improvements people would like to see in the designs regime. With 200 consultation questions, some were more important than others. One point of discussion would be around the five priorities for change. 
The format would be a panel discussion with an external speaker (which could be someone from the UKIPO). Panterra can publicise the event. The venue for the event is to be determined.
10.  AOB
A poll would be circulated to determine availability for the next Committee meeting on 17/18/19 March 2026.
No other areas of business were raised. The Chair closed the Meeting.

